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Faculty Senate Meeting on Thursday, September 27


Please join us at the Faculty Senate meeting on Thursday, September 27, at 3pm


at the Reitz Union Chamber. If you’re not able to attend in person, tune in to our


live webcast.


At this meeting, we will hear from Chief Diversity Officer Antonio Farias, learn


more about Research Enterprise and Discovery Suite (REDS) from Dr. Cathy Lebo,


and vote on the linked curricular changes.


Future Senate meeting dates are found here.


I look forward to seeing you there. Go Gators!
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Submitted by Katie Vogel Anderson, Faculty Senate
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Data Carpentry is Offering One-Day Workshop on October 4


The UF Carpentries Club, Informatics Institute, and Biodiversity Institute are


combining to offer a one day Data Carpentry Workshop, Thursday, October 4,


2018, to help the UF community get started learning R. Need to learn some


programming for a class? Have data you’re scared to work with in Excel? Want to


collaborate effectively with your peers? We were there once too. Come start


learning with us. Please contact Matthew Collins at mcollins@acis.ufl.edu 
or Simona Picardi at simona.picardi@ufl.edu for more information. Please note that


attendance is limited so register early. 


Seats are limited to 24 participants and there is a $23 registration fee, payable by


credit card, which will include lunch (in registration, note if you need a vegetarian,


vegan, or gluten-free meal).


View the schedule, find more details and register for the R Workshop.


Submitted by Flora Marynak, Informatics Institute
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Virtual Exchange Workshop: Connecting Classrooms around the
World–Part I


Learn how to connect your students with faculty and other students around the


world through virtual exchange and UF’s Collaborative International Teaching


Network (CITN). By interacting online with peers in other regions of the world and


by collaborating on projects, students develop broader perspectives on global


issues and acquire important global and digital skills.


Sarah Guth is a lecturer in English as a Foreign Language at the University of


Padova, Italy and a consultant in Virtual Exchange. She worked as Program


Coordinator for the SUNY Center for Collaborative Online International Learning in


2013-2014 and continues to work as an independent contractor for COIL Consulting.


She was the professional development lead for the SUNY COIL Stevens Initiative in


2015-2016. She carries out research on technology in foreign language teaching,


COIL, telecollaboration, virtual exchange and intercultural communicative


competence and has published widely in these fields. She is currently President of



https://informatics.institute.ufl.edu/

https://biodiversity.institute.ufl.edu/

http://www.datacarpentry.org/

mailto:mcollins@acis.ufl.edu
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UNICollaboration and is Project Manager for the sub-contract UNICollaboration has


with the European Commission for the new Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange Project. 


RSVP to outreach@latam.ufl.edu by September 28th. For more information, on


the International Center website.


Co-sponsored by UF Creative Campus, Learning Without Borders, and the UF Center


for Latin American Studies 


Submitted by Amila Tica, UF International Center
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Authors@UF: Lillian Guerra


Heroes, Martyrs and Political Messiahs in Revolutionary Cuba, 1946-1958


Lillian Guerra


Professor, Department of History


and Center for Latin American Studies


Wednesday, October 3, 2018


3:00 p.m., Smathers Library Rm 100


Lillian Guerra draws on her years of research in newly opened archives and on


personal interviews to shed light on the men and women of Cuba who participated


in mass mobilization and civic activism to establish social movements in their quest


for social and racial justice and for more accountable leadership. Driven by a sense


of duty toward la patria (the fatherland) and their dedication to heroism and


martyrdom, these citizens built a powerful underground revolutionary culture that


shaped and witnessed the overthrow of Batista in the late 1950s.


Submitted by Barbara Hood, George A. Smathers Libraries
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Florida Museum to Host Educator Open House Oct. 4


Looking for classroom ideas and teaching materials? The Florida Museum of Natural


History and Harn Museum of Art are partnering with other educational


organizations to provide information about field trips, workshops, lesson plans and



mailto:outreach@latam.ufl.edu

https://internationalcenter.ufl.edu/faculty-engagement/introduction-virtual-exchange
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free resources on Oct. 4 from 3 to 5 p.m. This event is open to all educators, and


attendees will visit the “Permian Monsters: Life Before the Dinosaurs” exhibit,


participate in Harn Museum exhibition tours, enjoy refreshments and receive a


discount in the museum gift shops. Alachua County Public Schools teachers can


register online to earn in-service points. For more information, visit


www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/event/educator-open-house or call 352-273-2036.


Submitted by Nikhil Srinivasan, Florida Museum of Natural History 
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Passport to Great Teaching Events


Through My Lens: Disabled Student Perspectives on Inclusion and Empathy– Oct.


10, Presenter: Beth Roland & Student Panel


This session will highlight students’ perspectives of their disabilities. They will


discuss the embodiment of their disability as it relates to their experience being a


student at UF. Through sharing stories of their disability identity and intersections


with other identities, they will also critique ideals of normalcy in our society.


Faculty will build understanding about disability identity and the importance of


creating access in their classroom. Students will share their ideas for how faculty


can be inclusive of disability both within their classrooms, and when


communicating with students individually about their access barriers.  


The Mirage of Multitasking: Finding Your Focus, Flow, and Finish Line – Oct. 11,


Presenter: Scott Blades


The research is overwhelming—our brains aren’t built for multitasking. When we


constantly juggle various cognitive tasks, we experience decreased productivity,


impaired cognitive ability, increased stress, and diminished creativity—all of which


reduce us to fractions of the effective professionals we are capable of being. Many


professionals surrender to a frantic and unfocused workstyle out of the belief that


there is no other way. The modern-day workplace simply demands us to function in


this manner, right? Wrong. In this course, you will learn how to recognize and


squash your multitasking tendencies and recalibrate your approach to work. By


setting clear priorities, increasing your focus, managing your time and effort,


reducing physical and mental clutter, executing on what matters most, and giving


yourself space to be innovative, you can elevate your performance and put yourself


on the path to greater productivity.


For more information and to register for these events visit the FDTE Categories and



http://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/event/educator-open-house

http://teach.ufl.edu/passport-to-great-teaching/categories-and-activities/





Activities webpage.


Submitted by Zaina Sheets, Office of Faculty Development and Teaching


Excellence
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Center for the Study of Hindu Traditions Invites You to a Guest
Lecture


The Center for the study of Hindu Traditions (CHiTra) is pleased to announce a


lecture by Professor Tony Stewart, Professor of Religious Studies and Professor of


Asian Studies and Islamic Studies and Chair, Department of Religious Studies,


Vanderbilt University. The title of his talk is, “The Subjunctive Mood: Exploring


Fictive Sufi Discourse in Early Modern Bengal.” It will be held on Thursday, Sept.


27th, 2017, 4:00 pm, at Anderson 219. Professor Stewart is the author of several


books, including The Final Word: The ‘Caitanya Caritamṛta’ and the Grammar of


Religious Tradition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), Fabulous Females


and Peerless Pirs: Tales of Mad Adventure in Old Bengal (New York: Oxford


University Press, 2004), The Lover of God: Rabindranath Tagore’s Vaiṣṇava


Poems (trans. with Chase Twitchell, Port Townsend, WA: Copper Canyon Press,


2003), and The ‘Caitanya Caritamṛta’ of Kṛṣṇadasa Kaviraja (translated with


Edward C. Dimock, Jr; Harvard Oriental Series no. 56, Cambridge, MA: Harvard


University Press, 1999).  Professor Stewart’s talk is co-sponsored by the Center for


Global Islamic Studies. The lecture is free and open to the public. 


For more information, see http://chitra.clas.ufl.edu/event/subjunctive-


explorations-of-fictive-vaisnava-sufi-discourse-in-bengal/


Submitted by Vasudha Narayanan, Center for the Study of Hindu Traditions
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UFII Fellows Journal Club Lecture


“Toward a Topological Heatmap”


Alexander Wagner


UFII Fellow, Graduate Research Assistant & PhD Candidate


Department of Mathematics
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Around the turn of the twentieth century, algebraic topology emerged as a way of


understanding topological spaces by studying the algebraic shadows they cast.


About a hundred years later, an effort was initiated to use algebraic topology for


data science. Persistent homology, the main technique in topological data analysis,


produces an algebraic summary of the connectivity of spatial data. These


summaries, called barcodes, are computable and stable to small perturbations of


the data. A natural question is whether the features in the barcode can be


geometrically visualized in the data. For instance, if brain artery scans of two


groups of individuals are classified according to certain bars, we would like to


locate the regions of the brain responsible for the discriminative bars. There are


two immediate obstructions to such a visualization. First, the geometric feature


associated to each bar is an equivalence class with no distinguished representative.


To remedy this, we take advantage of the fact that when the input data are


functions, each geometric equivalence class can almost always be identified with a


critical point of the function. The second and more significant obstruction is that


the location of these critical points can move wildly even if the data are perturbed


only slightly. We address this issue by constructing a probability distribution on the


domain that describes how critical points associated to bars of interest are


dispersed. The goal is to extend the utility of persistent homology beyond


classification by producing a heatmap on the domain that would allow a


practitioner to see which regions are associated to bars that were discriminative in


classification.


For more information, visit the informatics institute website. 


Wednesday, September 26, 2018


11:30 AM – 1:00 PM


UF Informatics Institute


Rm E251 Computer Science and Engineering Bldg (CSE)


432 Newell Road


Gainesville, FL 32611


Talk is free and open to the public.


Lunch is provided. Please RSVP so we can make sure to have enough for everyone


to enjoy. Thank you!



https://informatics.institute.ufl.edu/event/fellows-journal-club-alexander-wagner-toward-a-topological-heatmap/





RSVP


Submitted by Flora Marynak, Informatics Institute
[top]


The Widow Spy, Oct. 2nd


She was one of the first women to be assigned to Moscow as a CIA agent during the


Cold War. At 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 2 in the Pugh Hall Ocora, Martha Shogi


Peterson will tell her harrowing tale of life in the shadows— trying to escape the


relentless eye of the KGB. From the tragic death of her husband, a CIA agent, to


her own 30 year career as a clandestine operative, Shogi Peterson will share her


true spy story. This program is free and open to the public and will be streamed


live on the Bob Graham Center website, www.bobgrahamcenter.ufl.edu. Parking is


available.


Submitted by Shelby Taylor, Bob Graham Center for Public Service
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Faculty Awards


Dr. Yuguang “Michael” Fang Awarded the 2018 IEEE Vehicular Technology
Society Outstanding Service Award


Dr. Yuguang “Michael” Fang, Professor from the Department of Electrical and


Computer Engineering, has received the 2018 IEEE Vehicular Technology Society


Outstanding Service Award for his exceptional service to the society’s flagship


journal, namely, IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology, as the Editor-in-Chief


from 2013 to 2017. The award was presented at the society’s flagship conference,


IEEE Vehicular Technology Conference, held in Chicago, August 27-30, 2018.


The IEEE Vehicular Technology Outstanding Service Award was designed to


recognize those who have made exceptional contributions to the society. Michael


was selected due to his great effort for the service to IEEE Transactions on


Vehicular Technology as the Editor-in-Chief. Under his leadership, the journal has


gone through tremendous growth in both quantity and quality. During his term, the


annual submission of manuscripts has seen over 20% increase, due to which the


journal has expanded from 9 issues per year to 12 issues. The journal reputation


has also been steadily growing. The impact factor, known as the popularity score,


has doubled comparing now (4.432 in 2017) with that when he started his


appointment (2.063 in 2012), and the eigenfactor score and the article influence


score, known as the reputation scores,  have been steadily increasing. This journal
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has now been regarded as one of the top premier publications in


telecommunications. For other information, please check the weblink at


https://vtsociety.org/member-resources/awards-and-recognition/outstanding-


service/
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Dr. Almut Winterstein Installed as President-Elect of the International
Society for Pharmacoepidemiology


Almut Winterstein, Ph.D., a professor and the Dr. Robert and Barbara Crisafi Chair


of Pharmaceutical Outcomes and Policy in the University of Florida College of


Pharmacy, has been named president-elect of the International Society for


Pharmacoepidemiology, or ISPE. She was installed on Aug. 25, at the ISPE Annual


Conference in Prague, Czech Republic. ISPE is dedicated to advancing the health of


the public by providing a global forum for the open exchange of scientific


information and for the development of policy, education, and advocacy for the


field of pharmacoepidemiology.


As president-elect, Winterstein will serve on the executive board and chair the


strategic planning committee. The committee will be developing a new strategic


plan and overseeing a grants program that funds manuscripts relevant to ISPE’s


mission. She will take over as president of the organization in August 2019, when


ISPE’s membership meets in Philadelphia.


[top]


Office of the Provost
University of Florida 
235 Tigert Hall
P. O. Box 113175
Gainesville, FL 32611 
FacultyUpdate@aa.ufl.edu
Faculty Update Website
 
Images not displaying properly? Add lilyrlewis@ufl.edu to your address book or view the online version here


 



https://vtsociety.org/member-resources/awards-and-recognition/outstanding-service/

https://vtsociety.org/member-resources/awards-and-recognition/outstanding-service/

mailto:facultyupdate@aa.ufl.edu

http://www.aa.ufl.edu/resources/resources-for-faculty/faculty-update/

mailto:lilyrlewis@ufl.edu

http://www.aa.ufl.edu/resources/resources-for-faculty/faculty-update/



